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Japanese Speech Hearing Test for Foreign Student

and Its Evaluation
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Department of Computer and Information Science,

Faculty of Engineering, Iwate University

4-3-5 Ueda Morioka-shi Iwate-ken, 020-8551 Japan

Abstract This paper describes a portable and advanced learning system for Japanese (PAL/J) with
note-size personal computer, and an evaluation of hearing test for Japanese speech by foreign students.
From the evaluation, I find out (1) that after 2 month lesson, hearing scores for all materials are beyond
90%, that PAL/J is available for computer assisted language learning, (2) that hearing test for minimal
pairs of consonants is best for Chinese students, and materials of word accent and special mora are
secondly important, (3) that hearing test with Roman letters is important for advanced level students,

and (4) that speech quality such as telephone is sufficient for hearing test.
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